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LIFE OF JOHNSON
William blessing study is ineffectual j  enable me, if it be
Gerard thy will, to attain such knowledge as may qualify
Hamilton me to fa^ the doubtful, and instruct the ignorant!
to prevent wrongs and terminate contentions; and
grant that I may use that knowledge which I shall
attain, to  thy glory and my own salvation, for
JESXJS CHRIST'S sake.    Amen." x
His prayer in the view of becoming a politician
is entitled, " Engaging in POLITICKS witli H------n,"
no doubt, his friend, the Right Honourable William Gerard Hamilton, for whom, during a long acquaintance, he had a great esteem, and to whose conversation he once paid this high compliment: "I am very unwilling to be left alone, Sir, and therefore I go with my company down the first pair of stairs, in some hopes that they may, perhaps, return again j I go with you, Sir, as far as the street-door." In what particular department he intended to engage,8 does not appear, nor can Mr. Hamilton explain. His prayer is in general terms: " Enlighten my understanding with knowledge of right, and govern my will by thy laws, that no deceit may mislead me,
1 Prayers and Meditations, p, 66,
8 [In the Preface to a late Collection of Mr. Hamilton's Pieces, it has bean observed, that our authour was, by the generality of Johnson's words, "led to suppose that he was seized with n temporary fit of ambition, and that hence he was Induced to apply his thoughts to law and politicks. But Mr. Boswell was certainly mistaken In this respect; and those words merely allude to Johnson's having at that time entered Into some engagement with Mr1. Hanillton occasionally to furnish lilm with his sentiments on the great political topicks which should